








FRONT PANEL CONTROLS AND INDICATORS

Power

Protect Hi Temp2 31 4 5

Power Button
Press the Power button once to turn the Model 5125 on, press it again to turn it off. The Power 
button is inoperative when the Auto Turn On switch is set to Audio or 12V.

Protect Indicator
The Protect indicator will illuminate red if the Model 5125 experiences an external fault condi-
tion and the unit will stop playing. This prevents possible damage to the unit from continued 
operation. Examples of external fault conditions are short circuited speaker wires, excessive 
heat, and trying to drive too many speakers at high levels.

If Protect is illuminated you need to locate and correct the fault; for example, remove the short 
circuit, let the unit cool down, check the load impedance and lower the volume level. To reset 
the protection circuit you need to turn the unit off. 

Turning it off:

• Auto Turn On switch (on the rear panel) in the Man position: press the Power button on the 
front panel.

• Auto Turn On switch in the 12V position: turn off the 12V trigger source; the 5125 will turn 
itself off right away. You can also turn it off by unplugging its AC power cord. 

• Auto Turn On switch in the Audio position: turn off the preamplifier, surround controller or sys-
tem controller that drives your 5125. You can also unplug the 5125’s AC power cord.

Note: It requires approximately 15 minutes after removing the audio source before the 5125 
turns itself off. If you don’t want to wait and you have access to its AC cord, simply unplug it. 
Leave it off and/or unplugged for awhile to cool down and you’re confident the fault is correct-
ed. If you unplugged its AC power cord to turn it off, plug it in again.

Hi-Temp Indicator
Hi-Temp will illuminate red when the Model 5125 exceeds its maximum safe operating tem-
perature. If the heat persists, the unit will activate its protection circuit and stop playing. It will 
remain in this protection mode until the temperature drops and the unit is turned off to reset 
its protection circuit. Use the same turn-off procedure as above. If Hi-Temp appears, it’s likely 
the unit is been over-driven at too high a listening level or is attempting to drive a speaker load 
impedance that is too low. It’s probable the unit has not been provided with sufficient ventila-
tion. These conditions must be corrected before turning it on again to resume operation.

Channel   1   2   3   4   5   Status Indicators
1  2  3  4  5  will illuminate green when the Model 5125 power is on and it is operating nor-
mally. The 1 indicator will not light if a fault is only in channel 1; the 2 indicator will not light if a 
fault is only in channel 2, and so on. None of the five indicators will illuminate if there is a gen-
eral fault or if the temperature is too high.
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PROBLEMS AND REMEDIES

Maintaining Your Model 5125
Your Parasound Model 5125 power amplifier requires no periodic maintenance and functions 
at its best when providing you with many hours of enjoyment. It has no user-serviceable parts 
inside. To avoid the risk of electric shock, do not remove its top cover. The exterior can be 
cleaned with a soft cloth pre-moistened only with a few drops of water or glass cleaner.

No sound
• Check that AC is live.

• Check that input cables and speaker wires are secure at both ends.

• Make sure the surround controller is switched to the correct input.

• Is the unit on? Check the setting of the Auto Turn On switch.

• Doesn’t turn on with the Auto Turn On - Audio. Try the 12V trigger instead.

• If using Auto turn on - audio, connect channels 1 and 2 to the L and R controller outputs

• If using Auto turn on - audio, increase the sensitivity of the audio trigger.

•  Is the Hi-Temp or Protect (or both) illuminated? Check for excessive temperature, short-circuited 
speaker wires, low impedance speaker load, and inadequate ventilation to remove heat.

Background Hum
• Move the Ground switch to Lift.

• Move audio cables and AC cords away from each other.

• Try different routes for the audio cables and AC cords.

• Make sure insulating shoulder washers are used if unit is rack mounted.

• Try reversing the direction of each other component’s AC plug, one by one. 

Overheating
• Remove any external sources of heat.

• Increase ventilation around the Model 5125.
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Call your Parasound dealer first. If the dealer can’t help you with your problem we encourage 
you to call Parasound’s Technical Service Department, toll-free at 1-866-770-8324, Monday 
- Friday, 8am - 4pm Pacific time. We can suggest other diagnostic tests you can easily per-
form. If we determine that your Model 5125 should be returned to Parasound or an Authorized 
Parasound Warranty Center for inspection and possible servicing, we will provide the location 
of a warranty center near you or shipping instructions and a Return Authorization number for its 
return to Parasound.

Before You Return Any Unit to Parasound for Service
Before you send your unit to Parasound, you will need to obtain a specific Return Authorization 
(RA) number and shipping instructions from Parasound’s Technical Department. The RA number 
must be clearly marked on the outer carton. Use the original factory packing materials and 
arrange adequate insurance to cover its value. You must include a copy of your purchase 
receipt, since this document establishes the validity of this unit’s warranty. Warranty repairs are 
only performed by Parasound or Parasound Authorized warranty centers when your purchase 
receipt is from a Parasound Authorized Dealer or Parasound Authorized Reseller.

Units Will Be Refused by Parasound Under the Following Conditions

1. Unit was sent without the Parasound-assigned RA number marked on the carton.

2. Unit was sent in an unsuitable shipping carton, likely to have been damaged in transit.

3. Unit has inadequate packing, unit likely to have been damaged in transit.

4. Unit was shipped collect for shipping charges. We do not accept collect shipments.

5. Unit was shipped via the US Postal Service.

6. Unit was sent to an address other than the address instructed by our Technical Department.

Note: The shipping address is not the same as Parasound’s office address.

Warranty Repair
Read your accompanying Parasound Limited Warranty carefully to understand the applicable rights 
and limitations. This section provides instructions for obtaining repairs, both for units covered 
under the Parasound Limited Warranty and for units or situations which are outside the Warranty.

Unit is not eligible for repair under the terms of the Parasound warranty if:

1. Unit was not purchased from a Parasound Authorized Dealer or Parasound Authorized Reseller.

2. You are not the original owner. The warranty is not transferable.

3. Unit’s serial number was removed, modified, or defaced.

4. Unit shows evidence of abuse and/or misuse.

5. Unit was modified in any way.

6. A prior repair was attempted by an unauthorized repair station.
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Continuous RMS Power Output
20 Hz – 20 kHz, Five Channels Driven

 125 watts x 5, 8 Ω

 185 watts x 5, 4 Ω

Current Capacity
35 amps peak per channel

Frequency Response
20 Hz - 50 kHz, +0/-3 dB, 1 watt

Dynamic Headroom
1.3 dB

Total Harmonic Distortion
0.025% at full rated output

0.02% at average listening levels

IM Distortion
0.05 %

Transient IM Distortion
Not measurable

S/N Ratio
114 dB at rated output, IHF A-weighted

106 dB at rated output, unweighted

93 dB at 2.828 V output, IHF A-weighted

84 dB at 2.828 V output, unweighted

Input Impedance
33 k Ω

Input Sensitivity
1 V in for 28.28 V out, THX standard

1.6 V in for full rated output

Inter-Channel Crosstalk
85 dB, 1 kHz

73 dB, 10 kHz

67 dB, 20 kHz

Damping Factor
Over 150 at 20 Hz

Auto Turn On – DC
9 – 12V, 15 mA

Auto Turn On – Audio
1.2 mV – 12 V, adjustable

15 minute turn off delay

AC Power Requirement
110 - 120 V / 220 -240 V, 50 - 60 Hz

3 watts standby; 1600 watts full output

Dimensions
171⁄4” Wide

181⁄2” Deep with connectors

6” High with feet, 51⁄4” panel only

437 x 470 x 150mm, 132mm panel only

Net Weight
48 lbs, 21.8 kg

Rack Mount Accessory
May be Purchased Separately

RMK33

Before any home theatre component can be THX Ultra2 certified, it must pass a rigorous series of quality and 
performance tests. Only then can a product feature the THX Ultra2 logo, which is your guarantee that the 
Home Theatre products you purchase will give you superb performance for many years to come. THX Ultra2 
requirements cover every aspect of the product including performance and operation.

THX and Ultra2 are trademarks of THX Ltd. which may be registered in some jurisdictions. All rights reserved.

Note: Specifications are subject to change or improvement without notice.
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